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CHAPTER TEN

Lines to Nowhere —
and Everywhere

t certainly does look odd. If you study a map showing just the
transmission lines owned by Associated, much of it appears to be
a jumble of unconnected lines starting nowhere and going
nowhere. If you look at a map of just the circuits owned by
investor-owned companies, you see some more of the same bro-
ken spaghetti. Only when you overlay the IOU map on the cooper-
ative map do you no longer see gaps, but continuous lines that
form the strongest interconnected system in the Midwest, perhaps
in the nation. To get the complete picture, of course, you must add the
lines or portions of lines owned by SWPA, municipal systems and the
out-of-state ties.

“Now you see the integrated system we use to serve loads,” Jim McNabb
says, “.. a good-looking system that starts somewhere and goes

Adopting a philosophy of cooperation enables Associated to develop an integrated system without duplicating
facilities of neighboring utilities. Working with municipal and investor-owned utilities, Associated has built one
of the strongest interconnected transmission systems in the nation, according to Jim McNabb.



Establishing an interconnection between Associated and the Tennessee
\ alley Authority in 1993 requires stretching a 161-kV transmission line
600 feet across the Mississippi River. On the Tennessee side of the
iver, after a sky-crane helicopter lifts a pre-assembled section to the

stion into place.
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McNabb continued: “He thought what a good idea to inter-
connect with them — they had all that low-cost gas in
Oklahoma, and we had all that high-priced coal in
Missouri. It was a good idea, and what especially appealed
to me was that here would be a line going right through
the middle of the Associated system, and it would give us
capability to buy and sell power with PSO and Kansas Gas
& Electric Co. which we did not have at that time.”

When completed in 1974, the line became a backbone line
for the entire Associated network. “It was a line that even-
tually had to be built,” McNabb said. “But, you know, we
had not even been remotely thinking of such a line when
this guy walked in and triggered the thinking of a whole
lot of people.”

Some of the participation expected from others “fell
apart,” McNabb said, and Associated wound up having to
build 160 of the 200 miles. “The way this was equalized,”
he said, “was that PSO sold Associated a block of power

for 15 years at a very attractive rate. They could build gas-

fired generators then for $100 per installed kilowatt com-
pared to $250 to $300 per kW for us to build coal-fired
units, and the fuel was cheaper too. They didn’t lose any
money, and we made some — another win-win situation.”

What McNabb thinks is “probably the best of the interre-
gional ties we ever made” is called the MINT line, an
acronym for the Missouri-lowa-Nebraska-Transmission
agreement. It is only 101 miles long, 100 in northwest
Missouri and one in Nebraska, but with seven owners —
Associated, KCP&L, St. Joseph Light & Power Co., lowa
Power & Light Co. (now called MidAmerica Energy), the
Omaha Public Power District, the Nebraska Public Power
District and a municipal, the Lincoln Electric System.

McNabb says it all started in the mid-'80s when former
AECI General Manager Neil Adams, then an engineering
consultant, was trying to promote a generating facility in
Wyoming with a coal-by-wire line all the way to Arkansas.
“The idea was a little ahead of its time,” McNabb says,

Fairport substation

“0f all the interregional
lines, this one has been
the most profitable for us.
It paid for itself in
18 months.”

Jim McNabb

“because we didn't need the power then. But he got us
talking with utilities all along the path from Wyoming to
Arkansas. We got acquainted with a fellow named Clint
Johannes who was investigating the idea for the Nebraska
Public Power District. We got to talking how wonderful it
would be if we had a connection between Nebraska and
Missouri, so we could move what we didn’t need on down
to Arkansas and make a profit from it.”

Now Diddle picks up the story: “Jim (McNabb) was always
telling me we needed a line to the north, one reason
being that we were thinking seriously about a coalfired
power generating plant at Watson in NW G&T's territory.
Jim and Johannes were convinced we could build the line
ourselves, but then all these other utilities got interested.
We took the approach we've always used on joint projects
— to seek as many partners as we can get. In this case the
others agreed that Associated should build and operate the
line, each with an undivided one-seventh interest. The two
I0Us, in effect, leased, paying us annually the debt service
and O&M on their one-seventh each. The two Nebraska
public power districts were not allowed to make an invest-
ment in facilities in Missouri, but gave us kilowatt-hours
instead of dollars — their generating costs were about 4
mills per kilowatt-hour cheaper than ours. We accepted
power from their low-cost generating units and we offset
that against our higher cost units, and we both came out
ahead.”

McNabb continues: “Of all the interregional lines, this one
has been the most profitable for us. It paid for itself in 18
months. We just owned one-seventh but we got a whole
bunch of benefits with it. For example, one of the reasons
we were able to close the Thomas Hill coal mine in Febru-
ary 1993, a year earlier than otherwise planned, was
because we were able to buy a lot of energy over this new
line.”

The very first transmission line Associated built, early in
1965, was just 1.5 miles long, but oh so necessary. To
serve its loads, M&A G&T down in the bootheel of






McNabb said the coordination agreements also let Assoc-
iated integrate the G&T systems that were separate and
standing alone without support or backup from one
another.

Both M&A G&T and the Arkansas-Missouri Power Co. were
serving the general area of southeast Missouri where, in
1965, a very large lead deposit was discovered. But nei-
ther had transmission lines to the wide area of the
deposits near the town of Potosi. And if there was one
thing needed by the half-dozen mining companies that
rushed in to try to develop the deposits, it was electricity.

Associated’s Neil Adams and his longtime friend at Ark-Mo,
Charlie Czeschin, agreed to build a joint transmission sys-
tem of several lines and substations to serve the area.
Unlike other Associated joint transmission projects, owner-
ship was to be divided, with each paying a part of the cost
in proportion to use of the network. It was an unusual
arrangement by which two utilities could each use the
other’s lines to compete for the same business.

It also was another of those good decisions turned bad
that, in time, brought good results. The lead-mining opera-
tion never got as big as Associated had hoped. The major
use for lead then was in gasoline. Just as the joint trans-
mission project was completed, the nation went to no-lead
gasoline. “But,” said McNabb, “it got us established with
Middle-South Utilities, and arrangements with Middle-
South saved our hides in the early '80s.” That's when
Associated’s loads flattened just as Thomas Hill Unit 3 was
coming on-line, creating a huge surplus.

At the same time Middle-South — owner of Ark-Mo and
four larger companies: Arkansas Power & Light, Mississippi
Power & Light, Louisiana Power & Light and New Orleans
Public Service Co. — was hard hit by the Arab Oil Embar-
go. Middle-South was heavily dependent on oil-fired gener-
ation, and the embargo sent its costs skyrocketing. “We
were able to sell our surplus on a year-to-year basis to
Middle-South, which was glad to substitute all the coal-

500-kV line

“We, along with UE and
Middle-South Utilities, put
together one of those
three-party deals, resulting
in the first 500-kV line in
Missouri. It also was the
first 500-kV line to be
financed by REA.”

Gerry Diddle

fired generation we could sell them to replace more expen-
sive oil-fired generation,” McNabb said. “Win-win.”

The next transmission highlight saw Associated building
the first 345-kV line owned by a cooperative anywhere in
the nation. It provided a bonus benefit to Associated and
Noranda Aluminum. UE owned a 345-kV line ending at
Lutesville that offered a logical connection for a 345-kV
line to be built by Associated from the first unit at New
Madrid. Such a connection would provide outlet capacity
for that unit to be delivered to an array of customers over
the integrated system of public and private power entities.
The 40-mile tie was completed in 1970. The Noranda
Aluminum project was ready to receive power then, but
the power plant was two years away from being ready to
provide it. Associated was able to serve Noranda’s 125-MW
load immediately, thanks to the integrated system and dis-
placement.

Transmission technology was advancing, and Associated
was keeping pace. Another of its big out-of-state ties was a
45-mile stretch of 500-kV line connecting the New Madrid
power plant with a 500-kV line owned by Arkansas Power
& Light. “Our basic extra-high-voltage system was 345-kV,”
McNabb recalls, “but the Arkansas company had a big 500-
kV network. We had a lot of business relationships with
that company, and we ended up building a 500-kV line
from New Madrid to the Arkansas-Missouri state line.”

Diddle chimed in: “It took a tremendous investment. We,
along with UE and Middle-South Utilities, put together one
of those three-party deals resulting in the first 500-kV line
in Missouri. It also was the first 500-kV line to be financed
by REA.”

No other G&T in the nation has the interregional tie
capacity of Associated. The third of its four big out-of-state
ties was a 345-kV connection with the St. Louis-Tulsa 345-
kV line at a place called Morgan near Springfield. It goes
through Springfield to a place called Flint Creek in north-
west Arkansas, thence to its terminus at Pryor on the






Building “transmission highways” is an investment that has paid off for
Associated, netting a transmission system envied by other utilities. The Missouri-
lowa-Nebraska Transmission (MINT) line connects Associated with six neighboring
utilities, strengthening the reliability of electric service in the region. The 345-kV
line stretches 100 miles through northern Missouri and one mile across the state
border into Nebraska.

Back to Table of Contents
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Ken Weisel, who grew up in New York City and graduated
from Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), came
from a municipal utility in California to succeed Barnett in
April 1994. He almost immediately had to face the chal-
lenge of making the commission an owner of generating
facilities for the first time and thus move it closer to its
ultimate role as the principal, if not exclusive, supplier for
all its members. In 1995, he was close to agreements for
the commission to join in a multiparty power plant. He
also was negotiating to make additional purchases of
power from other parties for the again-growing needs of
the pooling commission members. Those 54 members in
1994 served 7,000 more customers than in 1993 — a total
of 331,000 customers (meters) in households totaling
about 1 million people.

Ken Weisel, 1996

In addition to the 19 members served by the commission
with power supplies it purchases from Associated, the city
of Chillicothe is served directly by Associated. Of the other
municipals, a handful supply all of their own needs and
the rest are served by various suppliers — IOUs, distribu-
tion cooperatives and Sho-Me — depending on the control
area in which they are located. Weisel agrees with
Beardmore's assessment that “the true test of the commis-
sion still lies ahead.” Then, Weisel is quick to add, “In
today’s utility world, nobody, not even Associated, stands
alone without connections or contracts with others.”

“We wanted to help the
commission through its
growing pains and hasten
the day when it can do
for the municipals much
of what we do for the
cooperatives.”

Weisel is pleased with the “continuing and expanding” Jim McNabb
relationship he found between the municipals and cooper-
atives in Missouri. “We all share the same ideal,” he said,

“the ideal of consumers benefiting from ownership of their
utilities.”

“We wanted to help the commission through its growing
pains and hasten the day when it can do for the munici-
pals much of what we do for the cooperatives,” said Jim
McNabb, explaining why Associated in 1981 opened its
transmission system to the brand new pooling commis-
sion. “But because of the long period of little or no load
growth, that day has been slow arriving, and the commis-

sion has not been able to use our system to the extent we
thought it would.”

The first thing Associated and the pooling commission
talked about back then was a transmission concept. Some
of the municipals bought from cooperatives, and some
from the private companies, but there was no municipal
transmission system. “They were all connected to some-
body,” McNabb explained, “but they weren’t linked, and
that’s an important distinction.” If the commission was to
produce or buy a joint power supply, it needed transmis-
sion linkage to all its members.

Associated provided it, and the arrangement was unique at
the time: The pooling commission could use all of
Associated’s transmission system to move power to or from
any utility to which Associated was connected. It could
buy from Associated. Associated was not obligated to deal
with individual municipalities, nor was it required to build
any facilities for the pooling commission. But if the com-
mission had an opportunity to buy or generate power and
found the Associated transmission system inadequate, the
commission could step in and expand the Associated sys-
tem in any way it needed to.

Once all this had been worked out with Associated, the
commission negotiated similar arrangements with the
G&Ts for use of their 69-kV and other lines.

Today, Associated also has contracts to sell energy and, in
some cases, capacity to the commission for 19 of its mem-
bers. These cities and towns had been buying some of
their power from some of the distribution cooperatives
and G&Ts. The commission had not been involved in this
loop in any way. Associated was selling to the cooperatives
who were selling to the municipals. Over a period of sev-
eral years, contracts involving those towns were trans-
ferred in such a way as to make the commission the sup-
plier, using Associated lines. The new arrangement relieves
the cooperatives from a responsibility that most of them
no longer relished.






Back to Table of Contents


FLEETWOOD6116
Typewritten Text
Back to Table of Contents








Power Corp., tightly regulated by the Public Service
Commission and limited by the commission’s molasses
approval procedures to what it could do for the other
cooperatives. A 69-kV line built by SWPA in 1947 from
Norfork Dam to Willow Springs on the Sho-Me system, and
power purchased from The Empire District Electric Co.
helped some, but by 1947 the reorganized Sho-Me, with its
limited resources, was serving only seven cooperatives and
two cities — a long cry from the statewide G&T it was
planned to be.

Nevertheless, Sho-Me was left with a 25-county area that
still makes it Associated’s biggest customer, both in terms
of area (one-third of the state) and electric demand
(600,000 kW). In 1948, Sho-Me was given a 50,000-kW
contract by SWPA, but that had to be turned over to
Central in the early '50s under terms of the SWPA lease
arrangements with Sho-Me, Central and NW (see Chapter
3). Sho-Me actually became a customer of Central and,
until Associated came along, purchased all its power
requirements from Central.

David Hamil, New Madrid
Unit 2 dedication, 1977

“If you've never met David
Hamil, well, he's like

the tallest, strongest,

It was quite a turnabout. straightest senator-type

And it was quite awkward, this status as a business corpo- you'll ever see. He's a
ration. John Davis, in 1995 starting his 21st year as Sho-
Me manager, lamented the odd coupling: “Sho-Me’s role in
the Missouri cooperative movement was twice as hard as
any of the other G&Ts or Associated because we had to

satisfy our bankers on the one hand and the commission

classy gentleman and
evokes the kind of
authority Doug Wright

on the other. We were under the jurisdiction of the Public "

i L : : used to.

Service Commission for nearly 50 years, like a private

power company; yet with REA as our banker, we were sub- John Davis

ject to the REA regulation that had been subordinated to
the PSC. We didn't fit like a regular utility company. We
had to operate with a lower equity and lots of other limi-
tations.”

Over a period of several years, Sho-Me divested itself of all
those holdings that kept it from being a cooperative. Then
in its efforts to get out from under PSC jurisdiction, it

went quietly to the secretary of state’s office to change its
charter and only then announced what it had done. It told
the PSC it no longer was a corporation, but a cooperative,
and no longer subject to PSC regulation.

John Davis remembers: “That’s when the fight started. On
two occasions during my watch, the commission decided
to come after Associated through one of our rate cases. We
beat 'em down the first time. The last time, in about 1990,
I mean they were almost crazy they were so determined to
get Associated. We represented 25 percent of Associated
and they knew if they could turn the screws hard enough
on Sho-Me, they could force Associated to submit to audit-
ing by the commission.

“They came after the all-requirements contract. They said,
‘You have an all-requirements contract with Associated
which we're not going to consider valid because we never
approved it.” Now you've got to understand that the all-
requirements contract is the bread and butter of our mort-
gages with the federal government — it’s like the Bible.”

Davis turned to REA Administrator David Hamil for help.
“If you've never met David Hamil, well, he’s like the
tallest, strongest, straightest senator-type you'll ever see.
He’s a classy gentleman and evokes the kind of authority
Doug Wright used to. He sat at one end of the table oppo-
site the PSC people and talked about the rural electrifica-
tion program, and finally he said: ‘Let me tell you how
this works. The Rural Electrification Administration has a
first mortgage on everything that Sho-Me owns, and we
regulate Sho-Me’s business and we do it well; we extend to
the Missouri Public Service Commission the courtesy of
setting Sho-Me’s rates. But if you give Sho-Me trouble and
if you cause them any undue financial hardship, I will step
in and I will take over the operation of Sho-Me, and I will
set the rates where I want them to be, and you will have
nothing to say about it.” Everybody on that commission
knew he was not joking. They said nothing and when they
walked out of that room, we had another six or seven
years of reprieve.”



Let me tell you how this

The commission membership turned
over two or three times before it went
after Sho-Me again on the all-require-
ments contract issue. This time Sho-
Me did not have a strong REA admin-
istrator like Hamil to come to Jeffer-
son City and threaten federal pre-
emption if necessary to protect the
REA mortgages.

“We got into one of those Mexican
standoffs,” Davis continued the story.
“But after a while we gave a little and
they gave a little. The commission
said to us, ‘If you will say we have
jurisdiction, we will write an order
that says we give up jurisdiction.’

“We said, ‘If we do that, and if you
renege on us, then we can’t go to
court claiming you don’t have jurisdic-
tion; we'll lose our position in court if
we voluntarily give you the jurisdic-
tion to write the order.’

“This went on for about a year and one-
half. Finally, we felt comfortable enough
to give a little, and they gave a little.
We would not admit the commission
had jurisdiction except subpoena power
— because they can subpoena anybody
they want. We said we would come to
any hearing and provide any informa-
tion they requested if they would sub-
poena us. They said, ‘We don't have to
do that because we regulate you.’

works.

“In the end, we agreed to take part in
hearings that would lead to a commis-
sion order. Our attorneys did it in
such a way that we felt we had not
given up our position that they did
not regulate us, that we had just par-
ticipated. They saved enough face that
they wrote the order.”

Sho-Me even owns a dam. Built in
1932 by the holding company from
which Sho-Me purchased Missouri
Electric Co., it is called Tunnel Dam,
taking its name from the fact its water
supply falls 40 feet through a tunnel
cut through the rock of the Niangua
River. It was built with mules and a
lot of hand work by people living at
the site near Camdenton and with
large quantities of explosives but no
big drilling machinery. Davis says you
might call it “more or less primitive”
but that its two turbine-generators are
still running. Its capacity of 3,000 kW
was once enough to serve all of Sho-
Me’s loads that now require 600,000-
kW capacity.

Davis points out that Sho-Me is now
the only supplier in its territory,
except the cities of Rolla and St.
James, served by UE.

Nine cooperatives account for two-
thirds of Sho-Me’s sales and 17 munic-
ipals and Fort Leonard Wood the rest.

In 1944, Sho-Me acquires Tunnel Dam near Camdenton
when it purchases Missouri Electric Power Co. To build
the dam, which has a capacity of 3,000 kW, workers in
the 1920s used explosives to blast through rock, creating
a tunnel 800 feet long. The dam'’s turbine generators,
one is shown ahove, are still operating.

The 25-county Sho-Me service territory of 1995 stretches
from the eastern edge of Springfield to within 60 miles of
St. Louis and from Lake of the Ozarks south to the
Arkansas border. Near Springfield, the topography starts
with flat land and soon moves into the Ozarks. In the
middle of the Sho-Me territory is the Mark Twain National
Forest with the most rugged terrain in the state. Sho-Me
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THE 1980S IN PHOTOGRAPHS

Expansion at Thomas Hill Energy Center dominated the scene during
the 1980s as Associated brought on-line its fifth generating unit and mod-
ernized a newly purchased coal mine.

Construction efforts during 1980 were the largest in Associated’s oper-
ating history. Total utility plant (fixed assets including the power plants,
transmission facilities and Headquarters, but excluding the mine) in-
creased $260 million and represented a greater investment in new facili-
ties than Associated made in its first 14 years of operating history. The
majority of those funds were expended in constructing the 670-megawatt
Thomas Hill Unit 3. The final cost of the unit was estimated at $470 mil-
lion to $490 million.

Also during the early 1980s, Associated invested considerable sums in a
surface coal mine adjacent to Thomas Hill Power Division. In 1978 Assoc-
iated bought the mine from Peabody Coal Co. for $20 million.

The first few years following Associated’s acquisition of the mine, the
cooperative added new equipment: three draglines equipped with 95-cubic-
yard buckets, a modern preparation plant and new haul trucks. Assoc-
iated’s investment in adequately equipping the mine paid off in lower fuel
costs. The cost of coal per million British thermal unit dropped from
§1.527 in 1980 to $1.438 in 1989.

Other milestones from the 1980s deserve mention:

- The total number of employees jumped to 750 in 1980, compared
with 102 in 1970 as a result of adding a generating unit and the coal
mine to Associated’s operations. In 1990, Associated had 1,051 employees.

« Associated implemented an 8 percent rate increase effective Jan. 1,
1980. The average cost to members was 23.36 mills per kWh in 1980. In
1990, it was 37.02 mills per kWh with 3.74 mills per kWh deferred to a
reserve fund for compliance with clean air legislation.

- Anticipating the financial burden of complying with Clean Air Act
amendments, Associated in 1989 set aside $4.4 million in a special fund to
offset compliance costs.

+ During 1989, employees helped Associated save more than $400,000
by suggesting ways to do their work more efficiently and effectively.

+ Operating revenues more than doubled by the end of the decade. In
1980 revenues were $205.6 million, but by 1989 the figure escalated to
$434 million.

- Associated served 406,600 meters in 1980 and 482,233 in 1990.

= Construction of transmission lines continued at a steady pace. In
1980, Associated owned 1,770 miles of transmission lines, increasing that
to 2,190 miles in 1990.

One of Associated’s three draglines uncovers coal at
the end of a long pit near the power plant at the
Thomas Hill Energy Center in the mid-1980s.







Associated President Rudie Slaughter, left, and James
Hammett, Southwestern Power Administration administra-
tor, sign a power supply contract amendment March 6,
1981, that results from several years of negotiations
between hoth parties.

An elaborate system of conveyors delivers southern lllinois coal from barges on the Mississippi River
to the New Madrid Power Plant coal yard. At full production, New Madrid burns 12,000 tons of this
high-sulfur coal each day during the 1980s.






The Thomas Hill Energy Center Power Division adds a third generating unit, which is dedicated June 23, 1982.



Cooperative members attending the Thomas Hill Unit 3 dedication June 23, 1982,
receive color photographs of the Power Division, souvenir caps and brochures.

Associated President 0.B. Clark, second from left, and Gov. Kit Bond
converse at the dedication of Thomas Hill Unit 3 June 23, 1982.

Associated board member Rudie Slaughter looks through the program
at Thomas Hill Unit 3 dedication activities June 23, 1982. More than
600 rural electric cooperative members, directors and employees
attend the event at Thomas Hill Energy Center Power Division.



In 1982 a three-story Headquarters addition creates a new dispatch center in the basement and
eliminates the maze of trailers behind the building housing Headquarters staff.

Kathy Cantrell transfers payroll data from
time cards to her first computer terminal.
She has seen bookkeeping evolve from
ledgers to computer terminals to personal
computers since starting to work at
Associated in 1968.
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Gid Cole, a power control dispatcher, monitors the
flow of power through Associated's transmission sys-
tem, always ensuring available power. In 1982, the
dispatch center moves into the hasement of a 28,000-
square-foot Headquarters addition, providing more secu-
rity and protection from severe storms.



Members of New Madrid's emergency action team in
this 1983 photo include, standing from left, Jim
Garris, J.B. Perry, Roy Norton, Phil Pfuehler, Glen
Wilkey and Scott Mangus. Kneeling from left are
Garland Hughes, Steve Cummins, Tommy Sides and
Frank Masterson.

During an outage, Cecil Arnett, left,
Jeff Oliver, second from right, and

Joe McGhee, right, crouch to work
on a turbine at Thomas Hill Power
Division.
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In the early 1980s, Thomas Hill upgrades Unit 1 and Unit 2 control rooms, improving
the quantity and quality of information available to the control room operator. Using a

new Hewlett-Packard terminal, Randy Edwards can more efficiently monitor and operate
the two units.

Associated employees, from left, Nancy Southworth, Kim Vories and
Mike Giovanini watch Missouri Department of Conservation employee
Eric Hack collect bass fingerlings during summer 1983 for stocking
Associated's sediment ponds. Clean enough for growing fish, the
ponds collect runoff to prevent pollutants from leaving mine property.
Channel catfish and bluegill were stocked in fall 1982.

Betty Braughton dies in 1988 after
19 years at Associated, most as
administrative assistant to the
general manager.



Bill Bretall handles purchasing, inventory and the
Headquarters facility as Associated’s first director
of Administrative Services.

“The challenge of the "80s becomes one of getting more out of the dollars we have invested in generat-
ing plants, high-voltage transmission lines and coal mining operations ... ," General Manager Gerry Diddle
says in the 1983 Annual Report. In the late 1980s, competition and environmental concerns emerge as
issues for Associated and its board of directors. Specific events in the ‘80s include construction and
dedication of Thomas Hill Unit 3; development and fine-tuning of the mining operation; termination of the
Black Fox Nuclear Project; construction of joint transmission projects; purchase of land in Watson; and
preliminary work on site approval, design and financing options for a future plant. This 1984 Annual
Report photograph of the board includes, from left, John Davis, Roy Matthews, Carl Herren, Luther
Riddle, Dick Foster, Ralph Shaw, Rudie Slaughter, Dean Sanger, 0.B. Clark, Charles Martin (front),
Maurice Happel and Bob Stagner.



To diagnose problems with a circulating water pump, machinist J.B. Perry listens through headphones
attached to a monitoring device.

Associated fully computerizes its payroll,
accounting and materials management func-
tions in 1982 when it installs the Prime com-
puter system. As computer technology
advances, Associated turns to personal com-
puters. By 1996 the Prime is virtually phased
out and most of those functions are trans-
ferred to digital computer hardware. “Today
everybody's got a more powerful computer
on their desktops than the Prime,” says Brad
Austin, left, pictured with Pat Mills.

Directors of four of Associated’s corporate divisions
in 1980 include, from left, Ray Friedrich, human
resources; Ernie Baker, power production; Dick
Brummett, fuels and mining; and Wes Ohrenberg,
accounting and finance.









Clockwise from top left Bruce
Hill, Leo Maloney, Scott Mangus,
Richard lvie, Terry Hadder and
George Broughton gather for a
photograph at New Madrid Power
Plant in early 1986.

New Madrid Power Plant



Associated donates a 1,200-acre site known as Baker's Acres to the Missouri National Guard for use as a region-
al training center. The agreement is signed Dec. 1, 1988, in Jefferson City by Gov. John Ashcroft, center. From
left, standing, are Col. Robert Morgan, Guard chief of staff; Richard Rice, director of the Missouri Department of
Public Safety; Steve Danner, former legislator; representing Associated are 0.B. Clark, president, Gerry Diddle,
general manager, and Mike Vallez, director of fuels and mining; Molly Gilland; Col. Allen Stark; John Lewis; and
far right, Gen. Charles Kiefner. The land, which had been mined for coal, is ideally suited for tactical training,
Guard officials say.

Safety Coordinator Bob Bohm instructs a
fire-fighting course at Thomas Hill Power
Division in September 1989. Along with
Bohm, Scott Harvey, mechanical mainte-
nance planner, and Dick McClelland, risk
manager, train employees how to react to
fires, ranging from pan fires to pond fires.
Associated trains it employees to respond
to emergency situations because its power
plants are industrial environments located
some distance from city or county emer-
gency services.



Thomas Hill Power Division warehouse
employee Sandy Skaggs fills a fire extin-
guisher during a fire-fighting course at
Thomas Hill in September 1989.

4 .4
The U.S. Department of the Interior recognizes Associated with one of nine 1989 Excellence in Surface Coal
Mining and Reclamation Awards for the Bee Veer preparation plant. The plant processes coal slurry from an old
coal washing plant to extract fine coal particles to burn at Thomas Hill Power Division, turning a reclamation
liability into a coal resource.
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Partners in constructing a 345-kV transmission line from Morgan, Mo., to Flint Creek, Ark.,
met March 31, 1988, at the Brookline substation to dedicate the line. Representatives of
companies that jointly built the line participated. From left are Ron Coker, general manag-
er/chief executive officer, Grand River Dam Authority; Robert Lamb, president, The Empire
District Electric Co.; Dean Sanger, executive vice president, KAMO Power (Associated's con-
struction agent on the line); Gerry Diddle, general manager, Associated Electric Cooperative

Inc.; and Robert Roundtree, general manager, City Utilities of Springfield, Mo.

- - v EN

i S

In 1988 Associated completes the Morgan-to-Flint Creek interre-
gional tie with this 345-kV line jointly constructed with City

Utilities of Springfield, Mo., Grand River Dam Authority, South-
western Electric Power Co. and The Empire District Electric Co.

Dave Stump joins Associated in
March 1983 as director of the
Human Resources and Informa-
tion Services Division.
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Northeast hired a local man, V.H. Whaley, to train horses to help crews patrol the G&T's 400 miles of high-tension wires in the
rough terrain of northeast Missouri and southeastern lowa. Whaley trained the horses to jump fences and obstacles, after the
rider had already climbed over the obstacles, and carry maintenance equipment, according to the Sept. 24, 1954, article in “The
Hannibal Courier-Post.” In 1974, Manager Ralph Shaw inherited four of the horses from previous Manager Mike Boudreaux.

Back to Table of Contents


FLEETWOOD6116
Typewritten Text
Back to Table of Contents


CHAPTER THIRTEEN

What’s in
4 Name!’

he alphabet and geography got thoroughly scrambled on the
way to naming the generation and transmission coopera-
tives of Missouri. Only Central at Jefferson City has a name
that does not say either too much or too little.

The acronym KAMO for the G&T headquartered in Vinita,
Okla., stands for Kansas, Arkansas, Missouri and Oklahoma.
But KAMO serves cooperatives in Missouri and Oklahoma
only.

The letters M&A in the G&T of that name stand for Missouri and
Arkansas — but that G&T, headquartered in Poplar Bluff, does not serve
any Arkansas cooperatives and never did.

Central Electric Power Cooperative is Associated’s only member cooperative which still operates its own power
plant. Associated relies on Chamois Power Plant for reliable, low-cost peaking power. The Great Flood of 1993
shut down Chamois, and about 3,000 meters were lost among Missouri cooperatives due to flooding and storms.
A scorcher summer also increased demand, which Associated met through its integrated system.
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